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was so, even in the Act for naturalizing the Prince of Orange, the Bang's son-in-law.
But, it seems, Messieurs Prevot, Bouquet, and others, are now to receive a mark of distinction, which the King's son-in-law could not then obtain: but, can the same indulgence, hereafter, ever be refused to foreign Protestant Princes, of the highest birth, and greatest merit, and, many of them, nearly related to his Majesty and the Royal Family; who may, very probably, prefer the British service to any other ?
The poor military arguments, urged in justification of the repeal of this most sacred law, are too trifling to be the true ones, and too wretched to be seriously answered, unless by the unfortunate British officers; who are hereby, in a manner, declared and enacted to be incapable of doing the duty of Captains, Majors, &c.
Some other reason, therefore, must be sought for; and, perhaps, it is but too easily found.
May it not be periculum facmmus m animd vili ? If this goes down, it shall be followed; some foreign prince, of allowed merit, shall make the first application to the Crown, and to the Parliament, for the same favour which was shown to Messieurs Prevot, Bouquet, and Company. Can either of them, in common decency, refuse it? Besides that, perhaps a time may come, when Generals, and superior officers, may be as much wanted in England, as great Captains and Majors are now wanted in America.
Great evils have always such trifling beginnings, to smooth the way for them insensibly; as Cardinal de Eetz most justly observes, when he says, that he is persuaded, that the Romans were carried on by such shades and gradations of mischief and extravagancy,